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TOP PERCEPTIONS   
OF CHRISTIANS 

     Traditional 
     Judgemental 
     Old-fashioned 
     Opinionated 
     Hypocritical  



‘Christians’: 61% (2011)  52% (2016) 
 



‘Christians’: 61% (2011)  52% (2016) 
‘No Religion’: 22% (2011)  30% (2016)



Patrick O’Farrell 
Professor of History  
University of NSW

“Perhaps Australia can be 
understood best as the first 
genuinely post-Christian society” 
Writing General History, Journal of Religious History  



68%   God or Universal Spirit (Nielson Poll,) 

63%   Possibility of miracles (McCrindle) 

75%   Jesus performed miracles (McCrindle)  

15%  Attend church at least monthly (NCLS)

SIGNS OF ENDURING BELIEF 
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SIGNS OF ENDURING BELIEF 

Almost as many Australians attend church at least monthly (3.5 
million) as play any form of organised sport or physical activity 
in a year (3.8 million). ABS 4156.0.



SIGNS OF ENDURING BELIEF 
More Australians will attend church this 
weekend (1.6m) than will watch either of the 
weekend’s top rating TV shows (1.3m: My 
Kitchen Rules, Seven News).



SIGNS OF ENDURING BELIEF 
More Australians will attend church this 
weekend (1.6m) than will watch either of the 
weekend’s top rating TV shows (1.3m: My 
Kitchen Rules, Seven News).
2-3 times as many Australians will attend 
church this weekend (1.6m) as will watch 
ABC's flagship Q&A program Monday night 
(500k - on a good night). 
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Sir Keith Hancock’s   
Australian parable





1 Peter



“It was all the more necessary to 
extract the truth by torture from two 
slave-women, whom they call 
deaconesses. The sum total of their 
guilt or error amounted to no more 
than this: They had met regularly 
before dawn on a determined day, 
and sung antiphonally a hymn to 
Christ as God. I dismissed any who 
denied they were Christians when

Pliny to Trajan 
Epistle 96 (AD 110)



Pliny to Trajan 
Epistle 96 (AD 110)

they had made offerings of wine 
and incense to your statue, and had 
reviled the name of Christ: none of 
which things, I understand, any 
genuine Christian can be induced 
to do. If they persist, I order them 
to be executed; for, whatever their 
crimes, such stubbornness and 
unshakeable obstinacy ought not to 
go unpunished.”
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1 Peter



The church’s mission is the  
overflow of our devotion to  

the crucified and risen Lord.
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The church’s mission is the  
overflow of our devotion to  

the crucified and risen Lord.



Mission that does not  
flow from worship 



Mission that does not  
flow from worship 
easily becomes a mere  
technique or program



Mission that does not  
flow from worship 

can become an attempt at 
cultural ascendancy  
(or plain survival) 



Mission that does not  
flow from worship 

will take fewer risks when  
opportunities arise



Mission that does not  
flow from worship 

will not have the spiritual and 
psychological resources to face 

hostility with confidence & grace



Pliny to Trajan 
Epistle 96 (AD 110)



Pliny to Trajan 
Epistle 96 (AD 110)

                                                   
          
“I therefore postponed the 
investigation and hastened to 
consult you, especially because  
of the number involved. For 
many persons of every age, every 
rank, and also of both sexes are 
and will be endangered. For the 
contagion of this superstition has 
spread not only to the cities but 
also to the villages and farms.”
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1 Peter



1. BEHAVIOUR THAT 
COMMENDS THE GOSPEL

3:15-16;  3:1-2;  2:12



Isaiah 49:6. It is too small a thing for you to be 
my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and 
bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also 
make you a light for the nations, that you may 
bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.

Matthew 5:14-16. “You are the light of the world 
… it gives light to all in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works (i¶dwsin uJmw◊n 
ta» kala» e¶rga) and give glory (doxa¿swsin 
to\n pate÷ra) to your Father in heaven.”
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St Andrew’s RosevilleProfessor Kirsty Beilharz



TIM WINTON 

Len Thomas and his 
“strangely sacrificial act”
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Pray continually for the rest of humanity 
that they may find God, for there is in 
them hope for repentance. Therefore 
allow them to be instructed by you 
(maqhteuqhvnai), at least by your deeds. 
In response to their anger, be gentle; in 
response to their boasts, be humble; in 
response to their slander, offer prayers; 
in response to their cruelty, be civilised. 
Let us show by our gracious forbearance 
that we are their brothers and sister. 
(Ignatius, Ephesians 10.1-3)

Ignatius of Antioch,  
martyred during the reign of  
Emperor Trajan (AD 98-117) 



2. PUBLIC WORSHIP THAT 
PROCLAIMS THE GOSPEL

2:9 
aÓreta»ß e˙xaggei÷lhte 



Psalm 96: 1-8.  Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
proclaim his salvation day after day. 3Declare his 
glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds 
among all peoples. 4For great is the LORD and most 
worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 
5For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the 
LORD made the heavens. 6Splendour and majesty 
are before him; strength and glory are in his 
sanctuary. 7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of 
nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring 
an offering and come into his courts.



1 Corinthians 14:24-26. If an unbeliever comes 
in while everybody is prophesying, he will be 
convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be 
judged by all, and the secrets of his heart will be 
laid bare. So they will fall down and worship 
God, exclaiming, ‘God is really among you!’ 
What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? 
When you come together, everyone has a hymn, 
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or 
an interpretation. All of these must be done for 
the building of the church.



“Israel was called to make God 
known to unbelieving nations  by 
singing his praises. The temple 
was to be the center of a ‘world-
winning worship.’ The people of 
God not only worship before the 
Lord but also before the nations. 
God is to be praised before all 
nations, and as he is praised by his 
people, the nations are summoned 
and called to join in song.

Dr Timothy Keller 
Redeemer Presbyterian 

New York



This pattern does not essentially 
change in the New Testament, 
where Peter tells a Gentile church 
to ‘declare the praises’ of him who 
called us out of darkness. The 
term cannot merely refer to 
preaching but must also refer to 
gathered worship.” 
 
Timothy J. Keller, “Reformed Worship in the Global City” (193-239) in 
Worship by the Book (edited by D. A. Carson). Zondervan, 2002, 218.

Dr Timothy Keller 
Redeemer Presbyterian 

New York



“Why do the evangelical 
churches grow? Because they 
invite their neighbors to 
church. It really does come 
down to that a lot of the time”  
(Interview in Christianity Today, July 14)



Nikki Gemmell 
Broadcaster, journalist, and author 

of The Bride Stripped Bare





3:14-16

3. ANSWERS THAT  
DEFEND THE GOSPEL 



Colossians 4:5-6. Conduct yourselves 
wisely toward outsiders, making the 
most of the time. Let your speech 
always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how you 
ought to answer everyone.
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