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Three Sessions

• The Idea – A World Transformed 
(Colossians 1.15-20)
• The Effect – New Creation (2 

Corinthians 5.16-21)
• The Life – Living Transformed Lives 

(Romans 12.1-4)



A World Transformed
Colossians 1:15-20



Colossians 1:15-20
15…who is the image of the unseen God, 16. the first born of all creation 
for in him was created everything in the heavens and on the earth, the 
seen and the unseen, whether thrones, powers, rulers or authorities 
everything was created through him and for his sake 17. He is before all 
things and in him all things hold together 18. He is the head of the body, 
of the church…who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, so 
that he might have first place in everything 19. For in him all the fullness 
was pleased to dwell 20. And through him to reconcile all things, for his 
sake making peace through the blood of his cross whether the things 
on earth or the things in heaven



Setting the Scene
Background to the Christ hymn



Colossians 
1.15-20 and 

Genesis 1

We are used to seeing John 1 as a 
deep reflection on Genesis 1 but 
Colossians 1 may well be a similar, 
though less famous example, of the 
same thing.



Connections 
with 
Genesis 1

Mention of creation

Use of word image (eikon)

Double reference to Heaven and Earth

Resonances with Proverbs 8 which is itself a 
reflection on Genesis 1

It might even be an extended reflection on the 
Hebrew word Bereshit



Genesis 1.26-27

26 Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."
27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them.



Connections 
with 
Genesis 1

Mention of creation

Use of word image (eikon)

Double reference to Heaven and Earth

Resonances with Proverbs 8 which is itself a 
reflection on Genesis 1

It might even be an extended reflection on the 
Hebrew word Bereshit



Gen 1:1 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth



Connections 
with 
Genesis 1

Mention of creation

Use of word image (eikon)

Double reference to Heaven and Earth

Resonances with Proverbs 8 which is itself a 
reflection on Genesis 1

It might even be an extended reflection on the 
Hebrew word Bereshit



Proverbs 8:22-32

22 The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, the first 
of his acts of long ago. 23 Ages ago I was set up, at the first, 
before the beginning of the earth. 24 When there were no 
depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs 
abounding with water…. 30 then I was beside him, like a 
master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him 
always, 31 rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in 
the human race. 32 And now, my children, listen to me: happy 
are those who keep my ways. 



Connections 
with 
Genesis 1

Mention of creation

Use of word image (eikon)

Double reference to Heaven and Earth

Resonances with Proverbs 8 which is itself a 
reflection on Genesis 1

It might even be an extended reflection on the 
Hebrew word Bereshit



Genesis 1:1: In 
the beginning 

(Bereshit) God 
created the 

heavens and 
the earth.

• The Grammatical problems of the 
sentence
• The extended reflection of the 

significance of the word in Jewish 
commentaries
• Leading to a personification of 

reshit (in a way very similar to 
wisdom)



Bereshit Rabbah 1:6

• Rabbi Hunah said in Rabbi Mattenah’s name: the world was created 
for the sake of three things: the first dough (on Priestly dues); tithes 
and first fruits.  What is the proof? ‘For the sake of reshit God 
created…’



Be - reshit

• In (en)
• Through (dia)
• Into, to  or for the sake of 

(eis)



Colossians 1:15-20
15…who is the image of the unseen God, 16. the first born of all creation 
for in him was created everything in the heavens and on the earth, the 
seen and the unseen, whether thrones, powers, rulers or authorities 
everything was created through him and for his sake 17. He is before all 
things and in him all things hold together 18. He is the head of the body, 
of the church…who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, so 
that he might have first place in everything 19. For in him all the fullness 
was pleased to dwell 20. And through him to reconcile all things, for his 
sake making peace through the blood of his cross whether the things 
on earth or the things in heaven



Be - reshit

• In
•by
• into

•Beginning
• First-fruits/first-born

•And in a slightly different 
form head



Colossians 1:15-20
15…who is the image of the unseen God, 16. the first born of all creation 
for in him was created everything in the heavens and on the earth, the 
seen and the unseen, whether thrones, powers, rulers or authorities 
everything was created through him and for his sake 17. He is before all 
things and in him all things hold together 18. He is the head of the body, 
of the church…who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, so 
that he might have first place in everything 19. For in him all the fullness 
was pleased to dwell 20. And through him to reconcile all things, for his 
sake making peace through the blood of his cross whether the things 
on earth or the things in heaven



Cybele and Phrygian worship

• Add to this a potential Colossian background for the hymn
• Cybele – A Roman Goddess of fertility who is said to have been the 

creator of all and in whom all creation finds its coherence.



Christ and Creation
Christ the locus, the means and the purpose of 

Cration



Christ as the Eikon of God

The multifaceted layers behind this image
• that which is seen against that which is unseen
• Genesis 1:26 – connected to forbidding of building idols because 

humanity is the image
Image is not lost at the fall but marred – Genesis Rabbah 12:6
Christ then as a second Adam contains the full image and lustre of 
God



Genesis Rabbah 12:6

At the fall Adam lost 
‘his lustre, his immortality, his height, the fruit of the earth, the fruit of 

the trees and the luminaries’



Christ as the Eikwn of God

The multifaceted layers behind this image
• that which is seen against that which is unseen
• Genesis 1:26 – connected to forbidding of building idols because 

humanity is the image
Image is not lost at the fall but marred – Genesis Rabbah 12:6
Christ then as a second Adam contains the full image and lustre of 
God
• But also loops round to pick up the wisdom strand – making Christ 

the personified wisdom of God



Colossians 1:15-20
15…who is the image of the unseen God, 16. the first born of all creation 
for in him was created everything in the heavens and on the earth, the 
seen and the unseen, whether thrones, powers, rulers or authorities 
everything was created through him and for his sake 17. He is before all 
things and in him all things hold together 18. He is the head of the body, 
of the church…who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, so 
that he might have first place in everything 19. For in him all the fullness 
was pleased to dwell 20. And through him to reconcile all things, for his 
sake making peace through the blood of his cross whether the things 
on earth or the things in heaven



Use of the Prepositions

In him, through him and for him
• In - Spatial categories in creation narrative –



Genesis 1 and Space

• Separated light and darkness
• Separated waters above and 

below
• Separated water from dry land

• Filled with lights

• Filled with birds and fish
• Filled with living creatures



Use of the Prepositions

In him, through him and for him
• In - Spatial categories in creation narrative –
• Through - Mediator of Creation
• Purpose of creation - A wild step beyond all wisdom theology to have 

Christ as the purpose of all creation



Structure of Colossians 1:15-20

• Who is the image of the unseen God, 
the first born of all creation

• For in him was created everything in 
the heavens and on the earth,  the 
seen and the unseen, whether 
thrones, powers, rulers or authorities
• everything was created through him 

and for his sake

• Who is the beginning, the first-born 
from the dead, so that he might have 
first place in everything
• For in him all the fullness was pleased 

to dwell
• And through him to reconcile all 

things, for his sake Making peace 
through the blood of his cross 
whether the things on earth or the 
things in heaven



A pinnacle of the Passage

• He is before all things and in him all things hold together
• He is the head of the body, of the church



Colossians 1:15-20
15…who is the image of the unseen God, 16. the first born of all creation 
for in him was created everything in the heavens and on the earth, the 
seen and the unseen, whether thrones, powers, rulers or authorities 
everything was created through him and for his sake 17. He is before all 
things and in him all things hold together 18. He is the head of the body, 
of the church…who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, so 
that he might have first place in everything 19. For in him all the fullness 
was pleased to dwell 20. And through him to reconcile all things, for his 
sake making peace through the blood of his cross whether the things 
on earth or the things in heaven


