
New Creation
2 Corinthians 5.14-21



2 Corinthians 5.14-17
14 For the love of Christ holds us prisoner; being convinced that one 

has died on behalf of all, therefore all have died.  15. And on behalf of all 
people he died, so that those living might no longer live on behalf of 
themselves but on behalf of the one dying and having been raised on 
behalf of them.
16 Consequently, we, from the present, understand no-one according to 
the flesh.   Even if we knew Christ according to the flesh, now we no 
longer know.
17 Consequently if anyone (is) in Christ – new creation, the old things 
have passed by – behold the new things have happened



2 Corinthians 5.18-21
18 All things (are) from God the one reconciling us to himself through 
Christ and giving to us the ministry of reconciliation 
19 that ‘In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
reckoning to them their wrong doing and placing in us the word of 
reconciliation’
20 On behalf of Christ, therefore, we are representatives, as of God 
exhorting through us.  21 We beg, therefore, on behalf of Christ be 
reconciled to God, he made sin the one not knowing sin on our behalf 
so that we might become righteousness of God in him.



Setting the Scene
Time and Representation in Paul’s Theology



Representation in Paul’s Thinking

Adam Christ

Death of Jesus Resurrection
of Jesus



The Two Ages in Paul’s Thinking

This age, Adam, Flesh etc...

The age to come, Christ, Spirit, etc..



Representation in Paul’s Thinking

Adam Christ

Death of Jesus Resurrection
of Jesus



Being Held Prisoner
2 Cor 5.14



2 Corinthians 5.14
14 For the love of Christ holds us prisoner; 



Sunecho

1. to hold together as a unit, hold together, sustain
2. to close by holding together, stop, shut
3. to press in and around so as to leave little room for movement, press hard, 
crowd 
4. to hold in custody, guard
5. to cause distress by force of circumstances, seize, attack, distress, torment 
6. to occupy someone’s attention intensely, 
7. to provide impulse for some activity, urge on, impel, 
8. to hold within bounds so as to manage or guide, direct, control. 



Representation and Paul
On Behalf of…



Uper in 2 Cor 5:14b-20

• one has died on behalf of all (14b)
• he died on behalf of all so that those living no longer live for 

themselves but for the one dying and being raised on behalf of 
them.(15)
• we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ (20)
• we beg you on behalf of Christ (20)
• the one not knowing sin was made sin on our behalf (21)



On Knowing and Knowing
According to the Flesh and otherwise



2 Corinthians 5.16-17
16 Consequently, we, from the present, understand no-one according 

to the flesh.   Even if we knew Christ according to the flesh, now we no 
longer know.
17 Consequently if anyone (is) in Christ – new creation, the old things 
have passed by – behold the new things have happened



oida and ginosko

• oida = understand

• ginosko = intellectual knowledge



New Creation
And what it meant in Paul’s Thinking



2 Corinthians 5.16-17
16 Consequently, we, from the present, understand no-one according 

to the flesh.   Even if we knew Christ according to the flesh, now we no 
longer know.
17 Consequently if anyone (is) in Christ – new creation, the old things 
have passed by – behold the new things have happened



Translation options for if anyone is in Christ 
new creation
• NIV 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation;
• NRS 2 Corinthians 5:17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation
• ASV 2 Corinthians 5:17 Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new 

creature: 
• NLT 2 Corinthians 5:17 What this means is that those who become 

Christians become new persons.



Reconciliation
As a marker of the New Creation



2 Corinthians 5.18-21
18 All things (are) from God the one reconciling us to himself through Christ and 
giving to us the ministry of reconciliation 
19 that ‘In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them 
their wrong doing and placing in us the word of reconciliation’
20 On behalf of Christ, therefore, we are representatives, as of God exhorting 
through us.  21 We beg, therefore, on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God, he 
made sin the one not knowing sin on our behalf so that we might become 
righteousness of God in him.



Reconciliation
• Right at the heart of re-creation lies reconciliation - everything within 

the new creation emanates from the one who not only is working for 
reconciliation but also giving us the task of reconciliation as well.
• Contrast to creation order where boundaries are put in place – here 

the boundaries are broken down
• Reconciliation is a fact – human being have to decide whether to join 

in with it or not.
• The Corinthian context makes this theology even more poignant given 

the dire state of relationship between Paul and the Corinthians.  If the 
hallmark of the new creation is reconciliation – what has gone wrong?  
The same question could be asked of us today….. 



2 Corinthians 5.18-21
18 All things (are) from God the one reconciling us to himself through Christ and 
giving to us the ministry of reconciliation 
19 that ‘In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them 
their wrong doing and placing in us the word of reconciliation’
20 On behalf of Christ, therefore, we are representatives, as of God exhorting 
through us.  21 We beg, therefore, on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God, he 
made sin the one not knowing sin on our behalf so that we might become 
righteousness of God in him.


